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A Filibuster of Dreams - SARAH RODIGARI  
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall              Presented by Arts House 
22 – 23 March 
 

“The spectator and artist are in a process of co-creation 
of both meanings unimagined and futures unknown.” 
Performance Space reader 

 
SLUMBER PARTY DURING A DURATIONAL 
SPEECH 

 
For one night only, Sarah Rodigari will toast the people 
of Melbourne as they sleep over at  
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall with an all-
night durational speech performance of love, loss, 
honour and unwavering hope. 

 
Combining narrative, humour, persuasion, one song and formal speech techniques,  
A Filibuster of Dreams embodies ideas of hope and failure simultaneously.  
 
The unwavering positivity of toasting strangers in the hope that morning brings them a better day is the 
undoing of the artist in this performance as she slowly fatigues, battling through this filibuster.  
 
Rodigari will provide motivation and refreshments, while participants bring their own mats, blankets, 
pillows and sleeping bags to the slumber party and are invited to make requests and dedications to be 
included in the speech via a registry.  
 
Focussed on responsive and context specific works, Rodigari has presented work nationally and 
internationally including: Museum of Contemporary Art (Australia), Melbourne International Arts Festival, 
South Project (Yogyakarta), PACT Zollverein (Germany), Shunt (UK), Centre for Contemporary Art 
Glasgow (Scotland), The National Review of Live Art (UK) and Anti-Contemporary Arts Festival 
(Finland).   
 
A Filibuster of Dreams will culminate in a rejuvenating breakfast at Arts House, Meat Market. 
 
For live streaming of A Filibuster of Dreams visit: sarahrodigari.com 
 
Date Sat 22 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time 11pm – 9am 
Duration Durational event – arrive anytime  
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Art & Encounter 2014 – AMY SPIERS & JAMES OLIVER 
Footscray Community Arts Centre                  Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
14 March 
 Art & Encounter, a new annual symposium on 

participatory and socially-engaged art launches at 
the Festival of Live Art.  

 
Symposium organisers Amy Spiers and James 
Oliver invite artists and researchers who use 
participation in their art to think “beyond audience 
development” and ask, “why are artists engaging the 
public in participation?”  

 
Presenters include international researchers Anne 
Douglas (UK) and Camilla Møhring Reestorff 
(DNK) as well as local artists David Pledger, 
Lenine Bourke, Dan Koop and Jess Oliveri. 

 
Speaking about the new event, Dr James Oliver from the Centre for Cultural Partnerships at the Victorian 
College of the Arts says, “Art & Encounter 2014 is the first of a series of annual gatherings aimed at 
generating critical discussions in Australia around participatory and socially-engaged art practice. In this 
one-day event, participants will have the opportunity to explore the contexts and conditions of participatory 
art.” 
 
Organiser Amy Spiers explains: “There is now a burgeoning field of artistic practice occurring beyond the 
walls of theatres and galleries that opens up new modes of public participation, dialogue and engagement 
with the arts. In Australia, public and participatory art practices are experiencing a heyday, with the term 
“live art” and “socially-engaged art” now regularly appearing on arts festival programs across the country.” 
 
Each of the annual Art & Encounter symposia will focus on a theme and provocation as their departure 
point. For Art & Encounter 2014 attendees are being encouraged to consider the cultural, social and 
political dimensions of participatory art. Specifically, the symposium will explore the unresolved tension 
between the critical practice implicit in participatory art and its uneasy alliance with a neoliberal consensus 
on development for the arts. 
 
Oliver and Spiers believe it is problematic that participatory art has been so easily championed for 
pragmatic ends in Australia and internationally, aligning sociality with economic goals. While experimental 
forms of participatory art do have the potential to draw in new and diverse audiences to art, artists are 
wary of aligning their practices with the marketing imperatives of audience development. 
 
Date Sat 14 Mar 2014  
Time 10am – 4pm 
Venue Basement Theatre, Footscray Community Arts Centre 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings essential via footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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 Art & the Body 
The Wheeler Centre              Presented by the Wheeler Centre in association with Arts House 
18 March 
 

Surgically grafting an ear onto an arm? 
  Exploring human rights or gender identity through 

performance?  
 Contemporary dance interwoven with light and sound?  
 Challenging preconceived notions about sexuality? 
  

In all of these cases, the body is a powerful site – and 
instrument – for art.  

 
In this discussion – Art & the Body – performance artists 
take to the stage to talk about how their bodies have 
influenced their art, and about the body as a site for extreme 
performance. 

 
In association with Arts House and The Wheeler Centre, 
burlesque star Moira Finucane, physical movement artist 
Natalie Abbott, famed bodywork performer Stelarc and 
Casey Jenkins (the artist behind 2013 vaginal knitting art 
project Casting Off My Womb), come together to explore the 
human body as an expression of and location for art to take 
place.  

 
Here, the boundaries of how the body can be a means of 
artistic expression are challenged. 

 
Speakers Moira Finucane, Natalie Abbott, Stelarc and Casey Jenkins 
Hosted by curator/producer Julieanne Pierce 
 
Date Tue 18 Mar 2014 
Time 6.15pm 
Duration 1hr, no interval 
Venue The Wheeler Centre, 176 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings essential via wheelercentre.com or fola.com.au  
 
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Can’t Help Falling in Love - SONG-MING ANG (SINGAPORE) 
Arts House, Meat Market                        Presented by Arts House 
23 March  
 
Australian Premiere 
 

WE ALL HAVE SONGS WE LOVE – 
DESPITE KNOWING BETTER  

 
A rather casual presentation by artist Song-
Ming Ang who practices exclusively with 
sound and music, Can’t Help Falling in Love 
explores the seductive qualities of music by 
drawing on his personal interest in music. 

 
From cover versions to guilty pleasures and 
propaganda pop, Ang’s tongue-in-cheek 
confessional and keen observations show how 
people succumb to the artifice of music and 
film.  

 
 
Ang questions what are the rules of attraction when it comes to the illusions of music and film,  
“Just as art is about illusion, attraction happens only when we misrecognise the objects of our desire.” 
 
Residing and working between Berlin and Singapore, Ang has presented solo exhibitions with FOST 
Gallery (Singapore), FuturePerfect (Singapore), Spring Workshop (Hong Kong) and SoundFjord 
(London); also exhibited at Haus der Kulturen der Welt (Berlin), the 3rd Singapore Biennale, The Armory 
Art Show (New York) and Art Basel (Miami Beach); and in 2010 was a resident artist at Gertrude 
Contemporary (Melbourne) through the Art Incubator award. 
 
circadiansongs.com 
 
Date Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time 1pm 
Duration 1hr 
Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings are made upon arrival at the venue  
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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 Credible Likeable Superstar Role Model - BRYONY KIMMINGS 
Theatre Works                   Presented by Theatre Works 
25 March - 5 April  
 
Australian Premiere supported by British Council 
 

In an audacious and provocative protest against the world’s 
flagrant attempts to sexualise and commodify childhood, the 
award-winning performance artist Bryony Kimmings and her 9-
year-old niece Taylor decided to take on the global tween 
machine at its own game. They invented Catherine Bennett, a 
dinosaur-loving, bike-riding, tuna-pasta-eating pop star, and 
vowed to make her world famous to prove that an alternative was 
possible! Bryony became Catherine Bennett and Taylor her 
manager. So far they’ve been invited to parliament, become 
friends with Yoko Ono and Amanda Palmer, gained more column 
inches than Jessie J, been played on BBC Radio 1 and asked to 
write a TV show. 

 
 Credible Likeable Superstar Role Model is Taylor's and 

Bryony’s theatre show. It is not for kids. Instead it tackles the 
issues at the very core of their project head on. It is set in a 
fantasy land far from our own, where lines are drawn in the sand, 
girls become knights, eyeballs are gouged, wars are waged and 
people sell their souls. It is a tale of hopeless protection, blind 

fury, 9-year-old brains and taking on the world with your family. In typically screwball and humorous 
fashion, Kimmings, the creator of acclaimed shows Sex Idiot and 7 Day Drunk, begs the question: what 
does it really take to be a Credible Likeable Superstar Role Model for a child of the 21st century? 
 
Winner: Fringe First 2013, The Three Weeks Editors Award, Fringe Review Outstanding Show Award 
and The Arches Brick.  
 
‘Hilarious, heartbreaking, troubling and inspirational. Kick-ass in all the right ways.’ ★★★★★ 
Time Out 
 
‘Bold, brave and very brilliant; don’t miss.’ ★★★★★ Independent 
 
Taylor and Bryony: youtube.com/watch?v=w98iARBxJQ4  
Trailer: youtube.com/watch?v=qFsHNsixjHM  
 
Date Tue 25 Mar – Sat 5 Apr 2014 
Time Tue 25 – Fri 28 Mar, 7.30pm; Sat 29 Mar, 2pm; Tue 1 – Sat 5 Apr, 7.30pm 
Duration I hr 
Venue Theatre Works, 14 Acland Street, St Kilda 
Tickets Full $32 / Conc $25 / Groups $25 
Bookings theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
Media enquiries  Kelly Fogarty Publicity  |  +61 (0)402 230 67  |  kellyfogartyemail@gmail.com  |   

Skype: kellyfogarty 
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Drift - JULIE VULCAN 
Arts House, Warehouse                        Presented by Arts House 
21 – 23 March  
 
World Premiere 
 

“I was captured like a rabbit in headlights ... Vulcan’s absolute 
commitment made the room like a church, alive with contemplation 
and shared grace.”  
RealTime on Redress #6 Hinc Illae Lacrimae, or Hence Those Tears 

 
A FLOTILLA OF TWINKLING VESSELS DRIFTS IN TWILIGHT 
SPACE 

 
A space for contemplation, Drift invites an audience to enter a 
darkened space occupied by a flotilla of twinkling single vessels – 
each one offers tentative refuge for an individual. 

 
Floating between security and fragility, Julie Vulcan guides each 
journey as the performance explores the fine lines between security 
and fragility, questioning what people hold onto when facing an 
uncertain future.  

 
Sydney-based artist, composer and programmer, Ashley Scott 

composed a calm soundscape to that mirrors the fine balance between comfort and unease.  
 
Vulcan’s practice spans performance, installation, site specific and durational work – and she has 
toured nationally and internationally and performed in works for SPILL Festival (UK), Sydney Festival, 
Adelaide Fringe, Melbourne Fringe, Exist-ence, Oeral (NL), Underbelly Arts and Qubit Festival (NZ). 
 
Collaborating since 2008, Vulcan and Scott formed SQUIDSILO in 2011, a company committed to 
exploring new ways of creating and developing work that incorporates the physical and the virtual 
environments in multiple simultaneous spaces.  
 
julievulcan.net 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time  
Fri 21 Mar, 6pm –10pm 
Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm 
Sun 23 Mar, 11am – 4pm 
Duration Durational event – arrive anytime  
Venue Arts House, Warehouse, 29 – 33 Little Errol Street, North Melbourne  
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Everybody hates audience participation? - JASON MALING 
Arts House, Meat Market                            Presented by Arts House 
23 March  
 
World Premiere 
 

EXPLORING THE SEDUCTIVE AND DELUSIONAL 
TERMS – ‘INTIMACY’ AND ‘COLLABORATION’  

 
Jason Maling will facilitate a penitential workshop for 
artists and punters, developing ethical guidelines for 
participatory contemporary art and reflecting on the 
gross manipulation of audience expectations. 

 
“I’d never have thought being publically spanked 
would make such good theatre”  
Player of The Fortitude Game 

 
The Everybody hates audience participation? 
workshop may focus on: 

- Peer Pressure – Getting over the obligation blues and avoiding feeling like you really should 
- Knowing your boundaries – Just because someone is on stage doesn’t mean they can make you do 

anything 
- Embarrassment is not a transcendent state 
- Enough is enough – How to leave politely yet still make a political statement 
- Don’t kid yourself – Just because I came to your one-on-one project doesn’t mean we are friends 
- I paid for this – what does that say about me? 
- Don’t be exploited – Current proliferation of requests from curators and artists to ‘participate’  
- Testing the limits – Where we role-play a few contentious scenarios  
- Drafting a ‘Bill of Rights’ – Steps towards a potential red card, yellow card or ‘three strikes and you’re 

out’ 
 
Maling is a Melbourne maker, pretender and facilitator who constructs compositions of social agency 
that sit on the edge of comedy and critique – his work explores individual and collective expressions of 
play. Previous works include iTUG featured as part of the 2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games and 
The Fortitude Game which premiered in 1997 at the Lords Cricket Ground and a presentation at the 
1998 Soccer World Cup. As a writer, educator and founding member of live art advocacy collective Field 
Theory, Maling is an ardent supporter of work that crosses disciplines and strategies for intervening in 
the public sphere. 
 
jasonmaling.com 
 
Date Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time 11am 
Duration 2hr, no interval 
Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings are made upon arrival at the venue 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Far Away…So Close - SAVAGE AMUSEMENT  
St Kilda (location to be advised a week beforehand)        Presented by Theatre Works 
24 – 30 March 
 

A ONE-ON-ONE PERFORMANCE 
ACROSS SKYPE 

 
Far Away…So Close is a one to one 
participatory performance event about the 
modern condition of love and distance. 
The performance occurs over Skype. In 
bed. Like lovers, distant lovers. You. Me. 
Together. Alone. Far Away. So Close. 

 
This playful, yet poignant, piece explores 
the question, ‘If intimacy happens in one 

to one performance through the charged spaces between audience and artist, can this intimacy be 
experienced just as strongly from a distance?’ 
 
Far Away…So Close proposes itself as a video call performance; as interactive interart. It draws on the 
tropes and codes of video call technology as a very contemporary means of maintaining intimacy from a 
distance – between friends, family, lovers…and brand new acquaintances. 
 
“The temptation in performances such as these is to try to control or oversteer them. This one was an 
immense privilege to be a part of.” - Chris Boyd, The Australian on the Green Room-nominated An 
Appointment with J Dark (Melanie Jame Wolf with triage live art collective). 
 
Far Away…So Close was commissioned by Theatre Works in 2012 as part of its ENCOUNTER(S) 
program, and is devised and performed by Melanie Jame Wolf. 
 
savage amusement is the name which expands across the work of Melanie Jame Wolf, an Australian 
interdisciplinary artist working between Melbourne and Berlin. The work of savage amusement is mostly 
performance based, usually site-specific, often invites participation and increasingly investigates video 
as a performance object. Wolf is currently touring the video based live art archive project This Time 
You're Winning, which was presented at Kiasma Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinki in November 
2012 and at the Hitparaden International Festival of Performance Kunst and New Theatre in May, 2013. 
Wolf is also a member of triage live art collective, with whom she was lead artist and performer in the 
2012 Green Room Award nominated, An Appointment with J Dark. savage-amusement.com  
 
Date Mon 24 – Sun 30 Mar 2014 
Time Mon 24 – Fri 28 Mar, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm, 8pm  
Sat 29 Mar, 3pm, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm, 7pm 
Sun 30 Mar, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm 
Duration 25min 
Venue St Kilda – location advised one week prior to performance 
Tickets $15  
Bookings theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
Media enquiries  Daniel Clarke  |  0401 377 993  |  cp@theatreworks.org.au  
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Fright - KELLY ALEXANDER, JODIE AHRENS  
& MELANIE HAMILTON 
St Kilda – location advised one week prior to performance             Presented by Theatre Works 
24-30 March 
 

You and your fear join us in the 
darkness... What lurks in the depths of 
your consciousness? Fright is a 
foreboding adventure, an intimate 
exploration where fears manifest. Step 
into an underground architectural 
treasure; an immersive experience for 
you, about you, with us.  

 
Not for the chicken-hearted, Fright is an 
intimate exploration of fear, those 
manifesting from both real and imagined 
sources.  

 From popular culture to internal 
inventions to real, life threatening 
experiences, the journey is both 

confronting and cathartic. The artists draw from their own experiences and the stories elicited from the 
participant throughout the interaction.   
 
The unique site, seven interconnecting vaults that once were Victorian shop-fronts, resonates with its 
own story whilst at the same time reflecting that which is projected into it. It is an adventure simply to 
step inside. Sometimes blindfold, sometimes thrust into total darkness, invited into tasks and through 
conversation, the participant is at the centre of their own experience. The individual performance 
sessions overlap, each experience shaping each other.    
  
Referencing the work through a professional psychology consultant has created a platform for deep 
engagement and duty of care. Treading fine boundaries between performance and personal exchange, 
each person responds according to their own limitations. 
 
Fright was commissioned by Theatre Works in 2012 as part of its ENCOUNTER(S) program.   
 
Date Mon 24 Mar – Sun 30 Mar 2014 
Time 7.30pm, 8pm, 8.30pm, 9pm & 9.30pm 
Duration 40min 
Location St Kilda – location advised one week prior to performance 
Tickets Full $25 / Conc $20 
Bookings theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
 
Media enquiries  Daniel Clarke  |  0401 377 993  |  cp@theatreworks.org.au 
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Game Show - TRISTAN MEECHAM & APHIDS 
Arts House, Meat Market                Presented by Arts House 
19 – 22 March  
 

World Premiere 
 

OBSESSED BY THE PRIZE OR THE PROCESS TO ACTUALLY 
WIN?  

 
The second work in The Coming Out Trilogy, Game Show fuses 
game play, moral dilemmas and live cinema in a critique on 
celebrity, materialism and competition.  
 
Game Show is a large scale entertainment spectacle featuring an 
exciting array of collaborators, including Jonathon Welsh and 
THE CHO!R and The Bodyelectric Dancers. 

 
Join Game Show host Tristan Meecham as each night 50 

contestants with no performance experience compete live for the 
chance to win a grand showcase of prizes: Meecham’s very own 
possessions – his fridge, his eczema cream, his plasma television 
and his CD collection!  
 
From the creators of Fun Run, this show-biz spectacle examines 

one man’s desperate pursuit of fame and his personal sacrifice for a chance at the big time.  
 
Meecham explains that in a lot of game shows, people participate because they want to win – as an 
abstract. 
 
“The money is good but there is a sense of wanting to win, as a separate kind of objective. Even 
some of the campier, old format game shows, where you play for a blender, people get 
disconnected from the prize element and become abstractly engaged with the process itself and 
getting to the end, and eventually forget about the blender,”  Meecham said. 
 
Game Show will straddle the grand, the ridiculous and the absolutely impossible.  
 
Created by Tristan Meecham, Bec Reid, Willoh S Weiland, Elizabeth Dunn, Lara Thoms and 
Martyn Coutts  
 

aphids.net     
insitearts.com.au 
 
Date Wed 19 – Sat 22 Mar 2014 
Time 7.30pm 
Duration 1hr 20min, no interval 
Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets Full $25 / Conc $20 
Bookings artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  

 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 

 



    
GOLD COIN SERIES - PAUL GAZZOLA 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                     Presented by Arts House 
Arts House, Meat Market 
21 – 23 March  
 
Work In Development 
 

WHAT DO YOU EXPECT FOR A DOLLAR?  
 

In Part 3 of an ongoing project, Paul Gazzola develops participatory 
performance experiences around market value, trade, alternative 
currencies, artistic survival and the power of words. 

 
“As an artist working with frames of live art and performance for over 
20 years, I seek to propose a work that would have an ongoing active 
repositioning of itself through public participation and a live 
performative aspect,” explains Gazzola. 

 
GOLD COIN SERIES asks: 
– How as an artist do I locate myself within art related economic 
frames?  
– What are the levels of brokerage with experiential /art objects as 
trading goods?  
– Who asserts the power first hand in ratifying experience as 
worthwhile to reissue?   
– The power of words over money?  
– What other economies are operating in such trade?  

– How to generate and access the local economy of the site/gallery?  
– How to address the practical issues of a performative proposal lasting 3 weeks within the fee? 
 
paulgazzola.blogspot.com.au 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
 

GOLD COIN SERIES/SHOP 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Time Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm;  Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm 
Duration Durational event – arrive anytime  
 

GOLD COIN SERIES/SPEECHES 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Time Fri 21 Mar, 8pm – 9pm;  Sat 22 Mar, 7pm – 8pm  
 

GOLD COIN SERIES/SPEECH - Draft speech intended for the Board of the Australia Council  
Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Time Sun 23 Mar, 3pm 
Duration 40min 
 

Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Haboba’s House – ALIA GABRES 
Footscray Community Arts Centre                Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
14 – 15 March 
 

Coffee, stories, rituals, these three things were 
my inheritance from my grandmother. 

 
Your grandmother’s daily ritual may have 
involved soaking a teabag in hot water or 
steeping a pot of green tea leaves. For 
performance poet Alia Gabres’ grandmother, 
Haboba, daily ritual was brewing traditional 
Eritrean coffee. As a young child of migrant 
parents the transmission of identity, story and 
legacy was as simple as her grandmother 
pouring a cup of this coffee. 

 
 
 
During the inaugural Festival of Live Art, audiences are invited to Haboba’s House to experience a 
taste of a traditional Eritrean coffee ceremony, hear stories of home from Alia, and take part in sensory 
exploration writing exercises to gain a deeper understanding of their own and others ceremony and ritual 
making.  
 
Alia Gabres is a Melbourne based poet and storyteller. She is the Co-Director of The Centre for Poetics 
and Justice. She was the City Libraries 2012 Poet in Residence and speaker at the 2012 Youth Week 
closing ceremony at the Wheeler Centre. In 2013, Alia was Teaching Artist in Residence with Minor 
Disturbance Youth Slam team in Denver Colorado and produced an intergenerational narrative 
development project in California entitled “Our Parents were Children Once” with acclaimed poet and 
academic Mark Gonzales.   
 
aliagabres.com  
 
Date Fri 14 – Sat 15 Mar 2014 
Time 
Fri 14 Mar, 5pm – 7pm  
Sat 15 Mar, 4pm – 6pm  
Venue Henderson House, Artist Studio, Footscray Community Arts Centre 
Tickets Full $20 / Conc $15 
Bookings footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au  
 
 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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I Know That I Am Not Dead - RANTERS THEATRE  
CREATED BY BETH BUCHANAN 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
21 – 23 March  
 
World Premiere 
 
 I Know That I Am Not Dead participants will join 

performer Beth Buchanan in a small tent for a one-on-
one, intimate conversation and sharing of experiences 
about sleep or sleeplessness. 

 
Whether you’ve ever suffered from sleeplessness – as 
Buchanan has – or not, the act of talking about how we 
rest at night can become a rare and special exchange.  

 
An actor, writer and Ranters Theatre company 
member, Buchanan suffered from insomnia many years 
– a condition not readily understood or discussed. 
Insomnia is known to affect one in three people at some 

stage of their life and while it can be crippling for some, it can also provide an opportunity to find hidden 
resources and gain perspective on our lives and ourselves in ways we would not be compelled to do 
otherwise. 
 
I Know That I Am Not Dead draws on Beth’s experiences and on the belief that what any individual 
experiences at night, alone, when the expected relief of sleep eludes them, can be a rare and profound 
insight into that individual.  
 
The deceptive simplicity of conversation between strangers has long been the focus of  
Ranters Theatre’s work, and as a rich resource of what it is to be human, continues to be an 
inexhaustible source of inspiration for the company. 
 
Previous Ranters Theatre work include the multi-award-winning Holiday (2007), Intimacy featured as 
part of Melbourne Festival at Malthouse Theatre (2010) and Affection which toured to Cardiff and 
Buenos Aires (2007). 
 
“Ranters is one of the most innovative and daring boutique theatre companies in Australia, and I 
especially admire their originality and ability to think outside of the box in terms of theatrical form.” 
Brett Sheehy, Artistic Director, Melbourne Theatre Company 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time Performances are one-on-one and run every 30 minutes 
Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm;  Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm;  Sun 23 Mar, 11am – 4pm 
Duration 25min 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings are made upon arrival at the venue – a text message will confirm your start time 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  

 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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I Think I Can - SAM ROUTLEDGE & MARTYN COUTTS 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                     Presented by Arts House 
21 – 23 March  
 
Victorian Premiere 
 

If you could be anyone, do anything, what would you 
choose? An intricately detailed model railway and 
township await you.  

 
An interactive installation, I Think I Can is the ever-
changing story of an enchanting large scale model town 
where participants create a new identity for themselves 
in an imaginary town with other imaginary residents. 

 
Weird and wondrous storylines dip and fold while expert 
puppeteers bring the newly chosen alter egos to life, 
while participants dictate the journey which is tracked on 
live video and reported in the town’s online newspaper. 

 
Created in collaboration with model railway hobbyists – Hills Model Railway Society in Sydney and 
Australian Model Railway Association (AMRA) in Melbourne – and taking its name from the much loved 
childhood tale: The Little Engine That Could, I Think I Can brings together all the joys of the model 
railway with all the online fun of invented identities.  
 
Following an iPad personality test, participants choose a miniature figure that becomes their avatar, 
living another life as a resident in the model community – a life completely different to the life they lead.  
 
The personality test calculates their personality and ideal profession but provides them with a choice of 
residents in careers that are in exact opposition, encouraging the participant to imagine another reality 
for themselves.  
 
I Think I Can engages participants in an optimistic task of collective storytelling that deals with dynamic 
notions of residency and responsibility. 
 
intimatespectacle.com.au 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time  
Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm 
Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm 
Sun 23 Mar, 11am – 4pm 
Duration Durational event – arrive anytime 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au  
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Ignoramus Anonymous - MALCOLM WHITTAKER 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
21 – 23 March 
 
World Premiere 
 

A SAFE MEETING SPACE TO REVEL IN THE SIMPLE 
THINGS NOT KNOWN 

 
Is there something that’s caused you trouble or 
embarrassment? 
Something nagging at your conscience from the news?  
Something seemingly nonsensical that’s always puzzled 
you?  

 
Ignoramus Anonymous is a simple support group for the 
ignorant (anyone and everyone) – for revelling in what 
they don’t know and what they don’t know they don’t 
know.  

 
A playful reaction to a culture intent on quantifying 
knowledge and expertise, Ignoramus Anonymous is a 
supportive space to ask questions and receive support 

where participants can share limitations of knowledge and understanding.  
 
Through a safe simple circle where ignorance forces people to confront a democratic equality with one 
another, the support in Ignoramus Anonymous will propose an intellectual emancipation in all. 
Like any support group, if participants would rather not speak then that is quite all right as well! 
 
All participants for the meeting will receive a free copy of the Little Book of Ignorance, a playful workbook 
published to explore one’s ignorance in more depth after the meeting. 
 
malcolmwhittaker.com 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time  
Fri 21 Mar, 6.30pm & 8.30pm 
Sat 22 Mar, 4.30pm & 6.30pm 
Sun 23 Mar, 1pm & 3pm 
Duration 1hr, no interval 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings are made upon arrival at the venue  
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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In Deep Water - KATIE SFETKIDIS 
Theatre Works                   Presented by Theatre Works 
29 – 30 March 
 In Deep Water is a performance installation of 

sound and light that invites the audience to 
undertake a journey into a deep-sea environment 
and encounter the light creatures within.  Artists 
Katie Sfetkidis and Ian Moorhead have created 
an immersive and contemplative space that uses 
sound and light to take audience members on an 
intimate journey into the unknown depths of this 
unexplored dark corner of the world.    

 
In Deep Water is performance installation inspired 
by bioluminescent creatures that live in the deep 
sea. It sees the continued exploration of dark 
spaces by artist Katie Sfetkidis. In this work, small 

groups of audience members are invited to undertake a journey into a deep-sea environment that 
houses a number of light sculptures –inspired by bioluminescent deep sea creatures. During the 
performance these light creatures perform a concert of sound and light that take the audience on a 
Sublime journey into the unknown. Throughout the performance visitors are encouraged to navigate the 
space on their own and encounter the light creatures within it. 
 
“Dark Matters is a rare kind of performance where there are no actors, and light and sound design take 
centre stage…participants, unaware, contribute to the sensory design of the installation, and become 
pawns in this dark and unnerving game”. – Eugyeene Teh, Promptside on Dark Matters  
 
In Deep Water was commissioned by Theatre Works in 2012 as part of its ENCOUNTER(S) program. 
This project has also been developed with the assistance of Underbelly Arts Festival 2013 and Metro 
Arts. 
 
Sfetkidis is a lighting designer and live artist who has been working in the field of experimental 
performance since 2007. She is a current member of live arts company Punctum, and has participated in 
development programs including: Underbelly Arts Festival (2013), !Metro Arts, Brisbane (2013) and 
Encounter(s), Theatre Works (2012). In 2012, Sfetkidis’s show Dark Matters toured to Brisbane Festival 
as part of the Under the Radar Program. She has been nominated for three Green Room Awards and 
has worked with Sisters Grimm on The Sovereign Wife (Neon - 2013), Summertime in the Garden of 
Eden (2013), Little Mercy (2010) and Little Ones Theatre on Salome (Helium - 2013), Psycho Beach 
Party (2012/13).  katiesfetkidis.com 
 
Date Sat 29 – Sun 30 Mar 2014 
Time Sat 29 Mar, 8.20pm – 10.40pm; Sun 30 Mar, 11am – 5pm 
Duration 15min 
Venue Theatre Works, 14 Acland Street, St Kilda 
Tickets $10  
Bookings theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
Media enquiries  Daniel Clarke  |  0401 377 993  |  cp@theatreworks.org.au   
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Innermost - BOILOVER INCLUSIVE PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE 
Footscray Community Arts Centre               Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
14 - 15 March 
 

PERFORMANCE WORK BY OUTER-
SUBURBAN INCLUSIVE ENSEMBLE 
BRIDGE THE REAL AND UNREAL 
MOMENTS OF INNER-SECRETS, 
FANTASIES AND WORLDS 

 
 Presenting their work Innermost to 

audiences at the inaugural Festival of 
Live Art, BoilOver Inclusive 
Performance Ensemble will offer a 
visual, auditory and tactile format that 
invites audiences to become involve 
themselves in an up close and personal 
experience. The performance reveals 

inner secrets, fantasies and worlds that are not visible to the outside eye. Using the Ensemble’s 
imaginative, playful and curious worlds as their inspiration, Innermost is a non-linear installation work 
presented through film, song, sound effects and movement.  
 
Hailing from the outer-western suburb of Sunbury and formerly known as The Sunbury Inclusive Theatre 
Company, BoilOver Inclusive Performance Ensemeble are a diverse collective of performers who 
each have a distinctive view of the world and their place in it. The Ensemble devise unique performance 
works in a safe, supportive, fun and local environment. They believe everyone has important creative 
offerings and that performers come in all different shapes, and sizes; and from all different social and 
cultural backgrounds. They have devised and performed a number of performance pieces, provided 
workshops for the public, and trained with Rawcus, Born in a Taxi, and Back to Back Theatre.  
 
‘We want to show you that we’ve got talent in Sunbury,’ say the BoilOver Ensemble. ‘We are people of 
mixed abilities doing great stuff together. We’re putting Sunbury on the map. We want to be famous. We 
are people and some of us also have disabilities. We are the random, unforgettable producers in 
Sunbury heaven: warriors of the deep end.  We perform inspiring shows to our fans and the general 
public.’ 
 
Director, Kat Worth, is an established community dance artist, choreographer/director who leads a 
diversity of community dance projects, facilitating people to transform their collective stories into art. Kat 
is artistic director of Boilover Inclusive Performance Ensemble and former artistic director of Restless 
Dance Theatre and Company CHAOS.  
 
Date Fri 14 – Sat 15 Mar 2014 
Time Fri 14 Mar, 7pm & 7:45pm; Sat 15 Mar, 1pm, 1:45pm, 7pm &7:45pm 
Venue Performance Space, Footscray Community Art Centre  
Tickets Full $20 / Conc $15 
Bookings footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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Life is Short and Long - EMMA BEECH 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
Arts House, Meat Market 
21 – 23 March  
 
Work In Development 
 

WHAT DOES THE GFC MEAN TO ORDINARY 
PEOPLE?  

 
A work in development by South Australian theatre 
maker and conversationalist – Emma Beech –  
Life is Short and Long is a humanist investigation of 
the global financial crisis that draws on local and 
global travel experiences. 

 
Beech explained that this new work has been inspired 
by her time in a tiny town in the mid-north of South 
Australia, and with an artist in Spain, “In each location, 
I found that people had created informal economies 
and networks to cope with extreme circumstances.” 

 
In developing Life is Short and Long, Beech will travel back to the quiet corners of South Australia and 
to Spain and then work with collaborating artists Sarah John and Paul Gazzola where the research will 
be explored through performance, installation, film and a series of community events.  
Life is Short and Long is a surprising, beautiful catalogue of human resilience. 
 
During the Festival of Live Art (FOLA), Beech will ask Melburnians on the streets and around  
Arts House to discover how communities respond creatively to economic crisis through Foyer 
Conversations and will include a Standup Documentary on the findings. 
 
emmabeech.com 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
 

Foyer Conversations  
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Time Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm;  Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm 
 

Performance Documentary  
Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Time Sun 23 Mar, 2pm (Duration 45 min) 
 

Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Live Art Dance Party 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
22 March 
 

A sharply curated dance party in which Festival of Live Art 
(FOLA) artists test their creative superpowers and make the 
room bounce – in a one-off mash-up of live art, music and 
dance!  

 
Live Art Dance Party will include smoking hot DJs, plus 
cutting-edge performances from leading Melbourne artists. 

 
Artists include Anthony Hamilton, Ash Keating,  
Yumi Umiumare, Shelley Lasica, Deep Soulful Sweats 
presenting Pulse Rejuvenation Module, Robin Fox, Sisters 
Grimm, The Town Bikes and more. 

 
Beware, there will be lasers and loose clothing is advisable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date Sat 22 Mar 2014 
Time 8.30pm – 11pm 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets $15 
Bookings artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
 

 

 

 

 

21



    
Live Art Escort Service - TRIAGE LIVE ART COLLECTIVE & 
NICOLA GUNN 
Arts House, Meat Market                        Presented by Arts House 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall 
20 – 23 March  
 
World Premiere 
 

EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW 
ABOUT LIVE ART BUT WERE AFRAID TO 
ASK 

 
Presented by triage live art collective and 
Nicola Gunn, Live Art Escort Service is 
available to curious audiences interested in 
experiencing the Festival of Live Art (FOLA) 
and conversing with either an informed live art 
practitioner or performance theorist – Doctor Kat 
and Doctor Wolf. 

 
The doctors are on call and ready to ease 
participants into the deeper waters with their 
expertise. 

 
The service is designed to bring strangers together to share thoughts and insights about live art over a 
drink.  
 
triage live art collective explain that debriefing art is a key aspect of the communal function of 
performance, “Sharing ideas and opinions can enhance and enrich the experience.” 
 
triageliveartcollective.com 
nicolagunn.com 
 
Date Thu 20 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
 

Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Time Services available every 20 minutes 
Thu 20 Mar, 7pm – 11pm 
 

Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Time Services available every 20 minutes 
Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm;  Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm;  Sun 23 Mar, 11am – 4pm 
 

Tickets FREE 
Bookings are made upon arrival at the venue 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au 
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Make the Call – ZIN 
St Kilda – location advised one week prior to performance             Presented by Theatre Works 
24 – 30 March 
 

zin’s Make the Call is a one-on-one intimate 
theatre work, conducted in public, over the 
phone. What happens when you receive a 
phone call from a stranger, who initiates the 
opportunity to engage in an intimate 
conversation? This work explores 
experiences of beauty: the way we define, 
seek, create, interact with and share beauty 
in everyday life. Every performance is 
different, responding to an ever shifting 
public landscape and each unique audience 
member’s position within it. 

 
Make the Call was commissioned by 
Theatre Works in 2012 as part of its 
ENCOUNTER(S) program.    

 
 
zin is creative partnership founded and directed by Harriet Gillies and Roslyn Helper, that creates 
idea-based work. zin's work focuses on the power of experience combining immersive, visceral and 
hybrid-art elements. 
 
Make the Call has undergone various development and presentation residencies including: 
ENCOUNTER(s), Theatre Works, 2012; Darwin’s National Youth Week Youth Hub, Darwin 
Entertainment Centre, 2013, Crack Theatre Festival; This is Not Art, Newcastle, 2013, The Rocks Village 
Bazaar, The Rocks, 2013. It has been supported through the Australia Council for the Arts JUMP 
mentoring program. 
 
It is co-created and performed by Harriet Gillies and Roslyn Helper. 
 
facebook.com/pages/zin/105607752929343?ref=hlzinari.org 
 
 
Date Mon 24 – Sun 30 Mar 2014 
Time Performances every 20 minutes 
Mon 24 – Sat 29 Mar, 3pm – 8.40pm 
Sun 30 Mar, 3pm – 6pm 
Duration 20min 
Venue St Kilda - location advised one week prior to performance 
Tickets $15  
Bookings theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
 
Media enquiries  Daniel Clarke  |  0401 377 993  |  cp@theatreworks.org.au 
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Man O Man – MISH GRIGOR 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall               Presented by Arts House 
22 March 
 

“Anti-glamour performance artists.” 
Sydney Morning Herald on WINNER! 
 
A PUBLIC MEETING – THE LAST 
NIGHT OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW 
IT  
 
The Arnott’s biscuits are laid out, the urn 
is bubbling.  
A speaker steps up to the lectern and the 
conversation begins.  
Speeches have been written, there are 
big decisions to make – and the 
lamingtons are going like hot cakes.  
 

 

Honed with the knife-sharp wit of Mish Grigor, Man O Man straddles performance, artist talk, 
installation and public meeting – it begins with the question: What would we say, formally, on the last 
night of the patriarchy? 
 
Grigor’s work engages with issues of control, gender and politics in a way that is funny, arresting 
and accessible – she is one third of the performance group post, who’s most recent work  
Oedipus Schmoedipus was presented at Belvoir St Theatre for the 2013 Sydney Festival.  

 
In 2010 Grigor performed in The Short Message Service at the Next Wave Festival and was 

commissioned by the Inter-Arts Board and Lismore Regional Gallery to create an endurance 
performance Where The Party Is in collaboration with artist Lauren Brincat at the Splendour in the 
Grass festival. 
 
postpresentspost.com 
 
Director Mish Grigor Collaborators Bron Batten, Halcyon Macleod, Hallie Shellam, Diana Smith 
and Willoh S Weiland 

 
Date Sat 22 Mar 2014 
Time 5pm 
Duration 1hr 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings essential via artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  

 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 

 

 



    
Mapping - FRAGMENT31/LEISA SHELTON & GUEST ARTISTS 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
21 – 23 March  
 
World Premiere 
 

WHAT WOULD A MAP OF LIVE ART 
PERFORMANCES LOOK LIKE?  

 
map (noun) A visual representation of an area.  
A symbolic depiction highlighting relationships 
between elements.  
map (verb) Represent an area; mark; make a map 
of. 

 
During the Festival of Live Art (FOLA) at Arts 
House, Leisa Shelton will ask FOLA punters about 
their most affecting past experiences of live art – 
when, where, what? – and create an installation of 
their responses.  

 
 

A researched mapping of memories and experiences including images, documents and writing, will chart 
seminal moments in Australian live art.  
 
Shelton is a performance artist, teacher and curator, with a practice that foregrounds collaboration and 
an advocacy for new Australian transdisciplinary work; and in 2008 she founded the performance 
collective Fragment31 – a multidiscipline performance collective focussing on contemporary 
performance practice. 
 
Trained in Paris at the Ecole de Mime Corporel Dramatique de Paris-technique Etienne Decroux (1983-
89), Shelton currently leads the Postgraduate Theatre Making (Animateuring) course at the Victorian 
College of the Arts (VCA) School of Drama and is a lecturer in cross-disciplinary practice with the VCA 
Centre for Ideas. 
 
fragment31.com.au 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time  
Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm 
Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm 
Sun 23 Mar, 11am – 4pm 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Masterclass: There could be more to live arts than we think...  
Footscray Community Art Centre               Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
14 March 
 

THE NATURE OF LIVE ART WILL BE EXPLORED 
DURING A UNIQUE MASTERCLASS BY LEADING 
PRACTITIONER, LENINE BOURKE 

 
Creative Fellow and socially engaged practitioner, 
Lenine Bourke, will facilitate an interrogative and 
engaging one day masterclass for artists, arts 
managers and cultural workers at this year’s FOLA.  

 
Using a variety of interactivity to utilise the knowledge 
and experience in the room, Lenine will challenge the 
group to think beyond the ways they have always 
created ‘live art’, ‘participatory art’ or ‘socially engaged 
art’. She will explore the concept that there may be 
more to Live Arts than we think. 

 
"I am really excited to be part of the Festival of Live Art and hosting a masterclass for artists and cultural 
practitioners. The session will be very participatory and involve some big thinking about new ways to 
engage the general public," Lenine says. 
 
This masterclass is aimed at people interested in building on their current practice in  
live arts/socially engaged arts, or for those with a keen interest in these art forms and a desire to kick 
start their creative practice more in that direction.  
 
Lenine will focus specifically on participation for the creators, co-creators and audiences, exploring 
politics and change making, building connections across art making techniques and conceptual tools for 
making better work.  
 
Lenine is known for her work as the recent Artistic Director of Contact Inc, an arts and cultural 
organisation committed to social change. Prior to that she worked as Executive Director of Young People 
and the Arts Australia, the national peak body for youth arts. She has focused the majority of her work in 
engaging children and young people, as well as diverse communities. She was recognised as a young 
leader in 2006 when she was awarded the inaugural Kirk Robson award from the Australia Council for 
the Arts and again in 2009 when she received the Brisbane City Council Lord Mayor’s creative fellowship 
to undertake research in the area of Social Practice.  
 
Date Fri 14 Mar 2014  
Time 10am – 4pm 
Venue Basement Theatre, Footscray Community Art Centre 
Tickets Full $100 / Conc $50 
Bookings essential via footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 

Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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Nothing To See Here (Dispersal) - AMY SPIERS & CATHERINE RYAN 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
Arts House, Meat Market 
23 March  
 
Work In Development 
 “... a work so rich in historical and political context” 

Sydney Morning Herald on Nothing To See Here 
 

THERE’S NOTHING TO SEE – OR IS THERE?  
 

“Police intervention in public space is less about 
interpellating demonstrators than it is about dispersing 
them. […] The police are above all certitude about what is 
there, or rather, about what is not there: “Move along, 
there’s nothing to see.” The police say there is nothing to 
see, nothing happening, nothing to be done but to keep 
moving, circulating; they say that the space of circulating 
is nothing but the space of circulation.” – Jacques 
Rancière 

 
Nothing To See Here (Dispersal) is a choreography of 
crowd dispersal, created in consultation with people who 
have real-life experience of the techniques police use to 
break up protests.  

 
Arts House patrons will be circulated away from areas in 

and around the Meat Market and North Melbourne Town Hall, leaving behind cleared-out spaces in 
which there is ‘nothing to see’. 
 
Amy Spiers and Catherine Ryan are Australian artists and writers whose artistic practice has employed 
site-specific installations, experimental writing, collages and publications – their work creates artworks 
that provoke questions about the present social order focussed on the gaps and silences in public 
discourse (the things that are not or cannot be acknowledged). 
 
Previous works have been presented at the Underbelly Arts Festival on Cockatoo Island in Sydney; and 
from October 2012 to January 2013 Spiers and Ryan undertook an artistic residency together at the 
Zentrum für Kunst und Urbanistik in Berlin (Germany).  
 
thefuturesofthepast.wordpress.com 
 
Date Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time/Venue 12pm – Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North 
Melbourne 
Time/Venue 4pm – Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Duration 30 min 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings are made upon arrival at the venue 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Performance Matters Archive - LEISA SHELTON 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
21 – 23 March 
 
Australian Premiere 
 

Artist Leisa Shelton takes you on a curated journey 
into the Live Art Development Agency’s (UK) 
Performance Matters Archive: 40 DVDs 
documenting public events for Performing Idea 
(2009–10) and Trashing Performance (2011–12), as 
part of Performance Matters Archive.  

 
A collaboration between the Live Art Development 
Agency, Goldsmiths, University of London and the 
University of Roehampton, Performance Matters 
Archive brought together artists, academics and 
activists for a creative research project investigating 
the challenges contemporary performance presents 
to ideas of cultural value.  

 
The Archive is housed in 12 key international public archives and is generously made available to the 
Festival of Live Art (FOLA) audiences through the Performing Arts Collection at Arts Centre 
Melbourne.  
 
Come and chill out with this incredible resource in Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall supper 
Super room social space.  
 
thisisperformancematters.co.uk 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2013 
Time  
Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm  
Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm 
Sun 23 Mar, 11am – 4pm 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au 
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Performing Maps – AHMARNYA PRICE 
Footscray Community Art Centre               Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
14 – 15 March 

Artist Ahmarnya Price offers a dynamic interdisciplinary 
performance experience during a two day workshop.  

 
"With a spirit of playful inquiry one of the major aims of 
these two days is to investigate 'liveness' - what it can 
mean and how it might be utilised as an activating agent 
in the development and presentation of work,” Price 
says. 

 
Through a series of layered experiments participants will 
be utilising drawing, spacial mapping, writing, sound, 
lighting and animation to create a series of live 
performances that investigate narrative, space, 
performance, collaboration and audience.  

 
This holistic approach encourages an exchange 
between creating and revealing through the interruption 
of our own set patterns as makers.  

 
The artist invites creatives from diverse backgrounds to participate and collaborate with her on 
Performing Maps. 
 
Price explains, “Whether we are involved as artists or participating as audience members, this workshop 
will invite us all to engage both in the making and receiving of an interdisciplinary performance 
experience that values openness, humour, risk, curiosity, diversity, democracy, and experimentation.”  
 
Ahmarnya Price is a visual artist and performance maker currently living and working in Melbourne. Her 
work investigates the way we make sense and non-sense out of the constant flow of information that 
surrounds us while translating that experience into both meaningful and absurd pictorial and 
performative moments. With the support of FCAC she established performance ensemble The Chaotic 
Order in 2009. Their show The Waiting Place won 'Best Original Australian Work' at the 2011 Melbourne 
Fringe Festival.  
 
Date Fri 14 – Sat 15 Mar 2014  
 

A durational workshop 
Time Fri 14 Mar, 4pm – 8pm; Sat 15 Mar, 1pm – 5pm 
Venue Walk around Footscray and Enza’s Studio, Footscray Community Art Centre  
Tickets Full $20 / Conc $15 
Bookings footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 
 

Showing  
Time Sat 15 Mar, 4pm – 5pm   
Venue Enza’s Studio, Footscray Community Art Centre 
Tickets FREE (showing) 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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PERFORMPRINT – JOEL GAILER & MICHAEL MENEGHETTI 
Arts House, Meat Market                Presented by Arts House 
Sunday 23 March  

 

“They call it Performprint. Anyone else might 
call it Extremeprint.”  The West 

 
Performprint is a ten-hour exploration of 
masculinity, live art and print reproduction in 
the 21st century.  
 
Printmaker Joel Gailer and performance 
artist Michael Meneghetti join forces in an 

irreverent, hands-on, all-day spectacular – 
including large-scale printing, 
skateboarding, roaring Harley-Davidsons 
and an ear-splitting cacophony of competing 
between bands Coffin Wolf and MY 
(Michael Yule) Band. 

 
 

Key Performances of the day include: 
Printmaking Lecture: upon a pyramid of counterfeited Andy Warhol Brillo boxes is an artist ranting 

about “the truth is a copy” and the “original” paradox of print 
Harley Matrixson: constructed from an assortment of motorcycle parts, a print roller costume that 
uses tyre print treads as roulettes to print directly onto the ground – a daredevil homage to thrills, 
spills and ink 
Male Ego: prints of the text ‘Male Ego’ are continuously printed onto A3 sheets of paper using a 
small press and are given away to the audience as mementos 
State: a print performance in which large, wood block relief prints are made using a cricket pitch 

roller 
Vixen Editions: a roaming performance on prosthetics made with skateboards  
Skater Editions: features skateboarders on ramps rolling text prints carved into their wheels 
Photomechanical Reproductions: large projection installations of video art light up the Meat 

Market’s interior like a stained-glass cathedral 
Bon a Tirer/Good to Pull: a tug-of-war styled performance based on a rural macho ritual 
Biker Editions: United Harley Davidson Riders roar into the arena spilling fumes and energy 
Mixed Method: two punk-metal bands play simultaneously against each other in a cacophony of 
electric guitars, amps and drums 
Prima Facie: fire and burning flesh will make the final print of the event with a live human branding 
Catalogue raisonné: a humorously in-depth debriefing about the day’s performance  
 
Date Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time 9am – 7pm  
Duration Durational event – arrive anytime 
Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 



    
Person of Interest - NICOLA GUNN 
St Kilda - location advised one week prior to performance            Presented by Theatre Works 
24 – 29 March 
 
A Work in Development  

A few months ago someone I knew when I was 5 got 
in touch with me after an absence of 29 years.  

 Crystal Swenson lives in a small town in Nebraska. 
She’s a stay-at-home mom, which she loves, and her 
partner has just finished renovating their bathroom. 
They have a claw-foot bath. 

 
Person of Interest is a work-in-development made 
with some of Nicola Gunn’s present anxieties. At 
the moment she’s thinking about superannuation, 
investment funds and private health insurance. She’s 
also thinking about everything that is wrong with the 
world (cigarette butts in pot plants) and everything 
that is right with the world (dogs). She wanted to 
know what Crystal thought. 

 
Person of Interest was commissioned by Theatre Works as part of its ENCOUNTER(S) program.   
 
Nicola Gunn is a Melbourne-based performance artist and theatremaker. She is known for her solo 
work that blends performance, art and anthropology to explore the fragility of the human condition with 
subversive humour. Drawing from autobiography, she makes urgent and relevant work that reflects on 
and responds to contemporary culture, people and places. The work is made in response to a self-
generated impulse to tell a story or explore a form. She is fascinated with the nature of the theatrical 
experience; the communication of an idea from performer to audience and back again.  
She uses theatre, ethnography, visual art, installation and video in her approach to performance; she 
uses the web as a medium to document, research and exhibit ideas. 
 
Gunn has received critical acclaim for her own genre of bewilderingly surreal performance that address 
themes of identity and transformation in both the social and individual realms: The Elephant Club (2002), 
Tyrannous Rex (2003), An Unfortunate Woman (2005), The Lost Property Office (2007), My Friend 
Schadenfreude (2009), At the Sans Hotel (2010), TWIN (2010) and Hello my name is (2012). In 2013 
she was the recipient of an Australia Council Creative Australia Fellowship. 
www.nicolagunn.com 
 
Date Mon 24 – Sat 29 Mar 2014 
Time check website for times 
Duration 45min 
Venue St Kilda - location advised one week prior to performance 
Tickets $15  
Bookings theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
Media enquiries  Daniel Clarke  |  0401 377 993  |  cp@theatreworks.org.au 

31



    
Sam Halmarack & The Miserablites - SAM HALMARACK (UK) 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
20 – 21 March  
 
Australian Premiere 
 

“Sam Halmarack’s vulnerable little gem of a 
show drips with courage, comedy and open-
handed honesty. A hero in the making.” Venue 
Magazine (UK) 

 
Located somewhere between a theatre show 
and a stadium pop concert, Sam Halmarack & 
The Miserablites from the United Kingdom are 
the bombastic ambassadors of interactive pop.  

 
With songs, stories and a little bit of audience 
participation, Sam Halmarack & The 
Miserablites will all come together for a unique 
take on what it means to be redeemed by music.  

 
Featuring at Edinburgh Fringe (2013), Sam Halmarack & The Miserablites is a lightning-fast journey 
from zero to hero in the space of a pop concert – get ready for hand clapping anthems and electro music 
to move and inspire!  
 
Sam Halmarack began performing and writing music with bands Chew Magna and The Master Chaynjis 
– who successfully toured the United Kingdom with main stage slots at festivals including Shambala 
Festival, 2000 Trees Festival, Ashton Court and Venn Festival.  
 
Founder of Chew Magna, Halmarack created a radio play on BBC Radio 1 for the band that lead to 
performing at the BBC Radio 1 festival ‘The Big Weekend’ in 2009.  
 
Halmarack’s commercial work includes producing music for a fiat commercial which has gained over 2 
million hits on YouTube and he recently wrote and performed as part of the a-capella group The 
Beautiful Machine who headlined the Bristol Proms Festival.   
 
miserablites.bandcamp.com 
 
Date Thu 20 – Fri 21 Mar 2014 
Time  
Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm  
Fri 21 Mar, 7pm & 10pm 
Duration 1hr, no interval 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets Full $25 / Conc $20 
Bookings artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Saturday Sesh – Curated by JOSEPH O’FARRELL 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                      Presented by Arts House 
22 March 
 

CHILLAX AND BREATHE BETWEEN LIVE 
ART EXPERIENCES  

 
Arts House Festival of Live Art (FOLA) 
curator in residence, Joseph O’Farrell 
shapes space and time with  
Saturday Sesh – a unique program and 
place to chillax with friends, have lively chats 
about art or a cheeky beverage or two prior 
to the Live Art Dance Party.  

 
Co-founder of the award-winning theatre-
comedy ensemble: The Suitcase Royale, 
Joseph O’Farrell will curate a super-cool 
program for Saturday Sesh including an 
array of tasty food, tasty bands and good 
times – making this experience the perfect 

addition to a great day of art, ideas and fun and it’s totes FREE. 
 
 
Date Sat 22 Mar 2014 
Time 6pm – 8.30pm 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
 
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Sounds Like Movement – DALE GORFINKEL & PETER FRASER 
Footscray Community Arts Centre               Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
14 - 15 March 
 

Creating a junction of automated kinetic sound 
sculptures, sonic wearables, improvisation, clowning, 
origami, installation and performance, artists Dale 
Gorfinkel and dancer Peter Fraser invite audiences 
to tune into the wonderful friendship of sound and 
movement.  

 
The artists like to treat their duo like a band, building a 
repertoire of pieces for improvisation that can be re-
arranged to form a ‘set’. Featuring foot-pump-powered 
modified trumpets, spinning styrofoam sculptures, 
noise-making clothes, automated percussion, and 
human sized origami, Sounds Like Movement, is a 

curious and playful audience adventure. 
 
“Peter's a captivating performer and uniquely bent in a respectful way. I'd be happy if he said the same 
about me! The duo feels liberating for us in the sense that we don't feel a need to tie it down to a single 
context or artform. I think this openness allows individuals in the audience to experience the work in their 
own way,” says Dale Gorfinkel 
 
Dale Gorfinkel is a multi-instrumentalist, improviser, instrument builder, installation artist and 
educator. Dale’s work reflects an awareness of the dynamic nature of culture and the value of listening 
as mode of knowing people and places. Dale has performed and presented installations around Australia 
and also in Europe, Africa, USA and New Zealand. In 2011, he founded Out Hear to encourage a culture 
of outdoor sonic adventures and performances in non-conventional spaces.  
 
Peter Fraser is a Melbourne-based performer whose work includes solo and group dance, site-specific 
performance, installation, durational performance, film and video. His work with De Quincey Co 
ensemble and Tess De Quincey projects includes a number of desert projects at Lake Mungo and Alice 
Springs. His performance practice is influenced by ‘Bodyweather’ – an investigative performance 
practice developed by the Butoh dancer Min Tanaka.  
 
dalegorfinkel.com 
vimeo.com/m/63068347   
 
Date Fri 14 – Sat 15 Mar 2014 
Time  
Fri 14 Mar, 6pm 
Sat 15 Mar, 5.30pm  
Duration 40min 
Venue Basement Theatre, Footscray Community Arts Centre 
Tickets Full $15 / Conc $10  
Bookings footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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Strange Passions – TRIAGE LIVE ART COLLECTIVE 
Footscray Community Art Centre               Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
15 March 
 

WHO DO YOU BECOME WHEN A 
STRANGER IS LISTENING? WHICH MASK 
WILL YOU WEAR? 

 
During triage live art collective’s piece, 
Strange Passions, they will invite their 
audience to sit for a while with a stranger and 
share their passions at the Strange Passions 
Cafe.  

 
Exploring the things that matters to the 
participant in this intense, radical moment 
which offers intimacy, collusion and anonymity. 

 
Their work asks those daring of us, “what is 

your passion?” and provides the chance to tell it, without holding back. Together, each stranger will dine 
on conversation and the unexpected. triage live art collective hope their strange passions, will be 
shared. 
 
To help create intrigue, triage will offer a selection of masks behind which participants can delight in 
their anonymity. The performers will serve their guests from the carefully constructed conversation 
menus. Each course offering a choice of questions on the tastiest questions of Love, Sex and Death to 
share and chew on together. 
 
Strange Passions will be an intimate and exciting experience for those willing to take the leap.  
triage live art collective create intimate and participatory live art events that allow strangers to meet. 
The works are disarming, playful and at times confronting, hijacking existing social structures to bring 
people of all ages together. They see live art as offering the possibility of dialogue between people from 
many walks of life. 
 
Recent triage live art collective projects include: Strange Passions (Exchange Radical Moments! Live 
Art Festival, Berlin), It's All About You (WestSpace @ West Wing, Melbourne), Istanbul Sommer Tee 
Garten (Berlin), the Green Room Award nominated An Appointment with J Dark (Arts House, Melbourne; 
Underbelly Arts Lab & Festival, Cockatoo Island), The Istanbul Teegarten (Berlin) and The Satyr Play 
(Epidaurus Theatre Festival).  
 
triageliveartcollective.com  
 
Date Sat 15 Mar 2014 
Time 2pm, 2.40pm & 3.20pm 
Venue Happy River Café, Footscray Community Art Centre 
Tickets Full $15 / Conc $10 (includes choice of tea/coffee and homemade biscotti) 
Bookings footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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Sunsets In The West – OPENING PARTY 
Footscray Community Arts Centre               Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
15 March 
 

SETTING SUNS AND MYSTERIOUS 
EXPERIENCES 

 
Presenting a night of mystery and intrigue, 
Footscray Community Arts Centre (FCAC) 
invites punters to Sunsets in the West, the 
Opening Night Party of FOLA. 

The evening will amaze party goers from the 
moment they step into Footscray. Music and 
performance will follow people down the street 
and lead them to FCAC where spontaneous acts 

of live art will continue to surprise. The line between performer and audiences will be blurred.  

There will be special appearances from FOLA artists; local band The Hackkets will rock the night with 
their new album Mexico LA; and people will be serenaded by the sweet, soulful sounds of the Sugar Fed 
Leopards. Mystery and intrigue are the ingredients for the evening.  

Watch the sun set over the picturesque grounds of FCAC, and participate in a live art experience. 
Sunsets in the West will be the party not to be missed.  

 
 
Date Sat 15 Mar 2014 
Time 5pm – 9pm  
Venue Warehouse and Amphitheatre lawn, Footscray Community Arts Centre 
Tickets FREE 
Information footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 
 
 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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Tawdry Heartburn’s Manic Cures - JAMES BERLYN 
Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall                     Presented by Arts House 
21 – 23 March 
 

DIVULGE YOUR DEEPEST DARKEST 
SECRETS TO A SIX-FOOT-FIVE NAIL 
TECHNICIAN  

 
Tawdry Heartburn is a six-foot-five nail 
technician, palmist and Manic-Curist of 
Secrets, who professionally paints and polishes 
nails or reads palms, while participants divulge 
their deepest, darkest secrets via his collection 
of mechanical ‘gossip machines’. 

 
Tawdry Heartburn’s Manic Cures is a free 
interactive 20 minute conversation, 
performance, installation and web-work offering 
the chance to ‘get it off your chest’ – the 

performance unfolds in an intimate conversation between Tawdry Heartburn and a single audience 
member or ‘client’.  
 
Surrounded by varnish, typewriters and things unsaid, anonymous secrets or regrets may be handwritten 
or typed, then placed in Tawdry’s secrets boxes.  
 
At the end of each day, the boxes are emptied and contributions added to the ever-expanding  
Wall of Secrets displayed at Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall for passers-by to read. 
 
Founder and co-curator of Proximity Festival, James Berlyn is an award-winning Perth based 
performing artist with a national profile as an interdisciplinary creator, performer, director and lecturer, 
working with companies and independent artists around Australia and South East Asia. 
 
jamesberlyn.com 
 
Date Fri 21 – Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time Performances run every 30 minutes 
Fri 21 Mar, 6pm – 10pm  
Sat 22 Mar, 4pm – 10pm  
Sun 23 Mar, 11am – 4pm 
Duration  
20min (conversation)  
Durational event (installation) – arrive anytime 
Venue Arts House, North Melbourne Town Hall, 521 Queensberry Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Bookings are made upon arrival at the venue 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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Tears Before Bedtime – YANA ALANA 
St Kilda – location advised one week prior to performance             Presented by Theatre Works 
25 – 29 March 
 

5 PEOPLE IN BED WITH YANA ALANA!  
 

Much-loved cabaret provocateur and dissident 
diva, Yana Alana, invites you into her bedroom 
for an intimate live art cabaret experience; as a 
handful of lucky participants take a curious 
journey through Yana’s subconscious.  

 
Accompanied by the eccentric, steadfast Bec 
Beat, you will be privy to Yana’s fantasies, 
nightmares, hopes, dreams and dirty laundry. 

 
Like taking temazepam with an amphetamine 
chaser, Tears Before Bedtime explores the 
thoughts that keep you awake at night and the 

shadows that haunt your dreams. Tears Before Bedtime is best experienced in the comfort of your 
pyjamas, onesey or nightie. 
 
Tears Before Bedtime was commissioned by Theatre Works in 2013 as part of its ENCOUNTER(S) 
program.    
 
Yana Alana first imposed herself on audiences in 2006 and quickly manipulated her way into award 
winning seasons of the first show BITE ME in Melbourne Fringe, Melbourne Comedy Festival, Adelaide 
Cabaret Festival, MidSumma, and Feast. CONCERT was presented as a part of the 2010 Midsumma 
and received six Greenroom awards including Best Production, Best Original Music, Best Musical 
Direction, Best Cabaret Artiste, Best Ensemble and Best Director. Most recently  
Yana Alana presented BETWEEN THE CRACKS, as a part of the Midsumma and Melbourne Cabaret 
Festival 2013, and appeared in LA SOIREE at the Opera House in January 2014.  
 
yanaalana.com  
 
Tears Before Bedtime is written and performed by Sarah Ward, with Bec Beat (Tha Parana) as 
performer and co-musical director, and direction and design by Adrienne Chisolm. 
 
Warning: If you are uncomfortable with close proximity to people you will find this show as difficult as 
Yana does. 
 
Date Tue 25 Mar – Sat 29 Mar 2014 
Time 6pm, 6.45pm, 8pm & 8.45pm 
Duration 30min  
Venue St Kilda – location advised one week prior to performance 
Tickets $15  
Bookings  theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
Media enquiries  Daniel Clarke  |  0401 377 993  |  cp@theatreworks.org.au 

 

38



  
The 24 Hour Experience  
Fed Square and Melbourne CBD                 
29 – 30 March  
 

A unique participatory live art event, The 24 Hour 
Experience unfolds in real time with 24 distinct live works 
presented in a new Melbourne City location on the hour. 
The works have been developed by a team of top 
Melbourne artists and many more collaborators who have 
been inspired by the poetic minutiae of everyday life.  

 
50 places are available for art adventurers to embark on 
this unique 24-hour journey revealing what often remains 
concealed to the public eye.  

 
Beginning at Fed Square, The 24 Hour Experience takes 
in the State Library, the Magistrates Court, Melbourne City 
baths, Malthouse Theatre, The Victorian Institute of 
Forensic Medicine, Princes Bridge, the Queen Victoria 
Gardens and some mystery locations that promise to 
reveal hidden perspectives of our city. The 24 hour passes 
to the event are fully catered for, including food, drink and 

quiet places to snatch a quick catnap during the experience.  
 
Joining the leagues of iconic Melbourne durational performances and arts experiences such as White 
Night, Nite Art and Life and Times Episode 1-4 (Nature Theater of Oklahoma, Melbourne Festival), The 
24 Hour Experience is durational yet unique, characterised by intimate and experiential works that 
integrate its audience in the encounter. 
 
The 24 pieces have been created through engaging with a series of community organisations, bringing 
together a group of Victoria’s leading artists, including conceiving artist Gorkem Acaroglu, writer 
Raimondo Cortese, film director Jonathan auf der Heide, Sapidah Kian, Penelope Bartlau, 
Georgina Naidu, Susie Dee, Zoe Scoglio, Elizabeth Dunn, Darius Kedros and Greg Ulfan.  
 
24hourexperience.com.au 
facebook.com/The24HourExperience 
twitter.com/24HourMelb 
 
Date Sat 29 – Sun 30 Mar 2014 
Time Sat 29 Mar 12pm – Sun 30 Mar 12pm 
Duration One performance every hour, for 24 hours 
Venue Starting at Federation Square, travelling across Melbourne CBD 
Tickets 24-hour pass $180 / 12-hour pass $95 / Individual shows (limited) $20  
Bookings 50 first round 24-hour passes are now available for purchase online. Second round  
12-hour passes will be released closer to the festival: via 24hourexperience.com.au or fola.com.au 
 
Media enquiries  Zilla & Brook Publicity  | 03 9525 5082 
Fiona Brook  |  0407 900 840  | fiona@zillaandbrook.com.au  
Kara Forster | 0423 475 707  |  kara@zillaandbrook.com.au  



    
The Long Table - LOIS WEAVER (USA/UK) 
Arts House, Meat Market                        Presented by Arts House 
23 March  
 
World Premiere 
 

As a final presentation to the very full four-day 
Arts House Festival of Live Art (FOLA) program, 
sit down and reflect with a group of people – 
picking up dangling conversations and muse on 
the unfinished business of the festival.   

 
A durational performance installation dinner party 
developed by British and American artist, Lois 
Weaver, The Long Table is both public debate 
and informal conversation on themes, issues and 
concerns experienced throughout the FOLA – 
money and power, gender and sex, activism, 
visibility and more. 

 
Artists, activists, academics and audiences are 

challenged to speak their mind and to listen to each other on topics such as performance, technology, 
social engagement and human rights.  
 
By working with the public collaboratively and only in dialogue, Weaver uses her practice to directly 
address political issues, to explore persona and identity that draws on place – and in particular, the 
appropriation of institutional places – to coordinate complex interventions. 
 
The Long Table is a means of generating open discussion about a specified topic, using a stylised 
environment and open participation to turn ordinary conversation into a performance with the audience 
acting as participants, spectators or both. 
 
The approach for The Long Table is inspired by the film Antonia’s Line by Maureen Gorris where the 
central image of the film is a dinner table that grows longer and longer as more people arrive and 
eventually the table becomes so long it has to be brought outside into the yard.  
 
The Long Table experiments with participation and public engagement by combining a dinner table 
atmosphere with a public forum in order to encourage informal conversation on serious topics. 
 
The Long Table vimeo.com/42252055  
 
Date Sun 23 Mar 2014 
Time 12pm – 4pm 
Duration Durational event – arrive anytime 
Venue Arts House, Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne 
Tickets FREE 
Information artshouse.com.au or fola.com.au  
 
Media enquires  Ben Starick  |  Starling Communications  |  0411 029 393  |  ben@starling.com.au 
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The Middle Room - NAT CURSIO CO. 
Ripponlea - location advised one week prior to performance             Presented by Theatre Works 
17 – 28 March 
 The Middle Room is strictly for one visitor at a 

time. This is a one-on-one performance in the 
Middle Room of Nat Cursio’s flat.  
There are only ten tickets available for the 
entire season. 

 
On this day, at this time, in this place, it will be 
just you and I. We will be ordinary and not. 

 
In an elemental and ceremonial progression of 
action and activity, I offer you some time in The 
Middle Room. It is an invitation to notice, to 
slow down, to forget logic. It is a simple 
rendering of body, light, sound, shape, play 
and connection - both an escape from and a 

return to the world in which you and I live.  
 
The actual 'middle room' is the entrance to the flat in which the artist Nat Cursio has lived for  
13 years. The Middle Room has been created through a process of performance with all kinds of people 
who, by coming to her home to participate, have contributed to the incremental shifts the work has 
undergone since inception. 
 
With a gentle emphasis on sensory reception, of peeling away excess, and on the focusing of attention, 
Nat is attempting to create a situation in which we can notice ourselves and each other in a way that is 
not always prominent in daily life. Nat is interested in creating a situation where we allow quietness, 
observe simplicity (minutia), lose our attachment to logic and savour the moment.  
 
The Middle Room was commissioned by Theatre Works as part of its 2012 ENCOUNTER(S) program.   
 
Nat Cursio Co. produces dance that channels into two streams; the choreographic work of Artistic 
Director Nat Cursio, and the creative direction of major projects that assemble and showcase other 
Australian dance artists. As a choreographer, Nat makes small and distinctive works in a range of 
spaces and contexts. Intricate and experimental, Nat's choreographies explore, process and comment 
upon issues and ironies around culture and nature. natcursio.com  
 
The developmental phase of this project was supported by the City of Port Phillip through the Cultural Development 
Fund. Nat Cursio is supported by Insite Arts through MAPS, a joint initiative of The Australia Council for the Arts 
and Arts Victoria 
 
Date Mon 17 – Fri 21 Mar 2014;  Mon 24 – Fri 28 Mar 2014 
Time 10.30am 
Duration 1hr 30min 
Venue Ripponlea - location advised one week prior to performance 
Tickets Full $25 / Conc $20  
Bookings theatreworks.org.au, fola.com.au, 03 9434 3388 
 
Media enquiries  Daniel Clarke  |  0401 377 993  |  cp@theatreworks.org.au 
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Tidbits – LINDSAY COX 
Footscray Community Arts Centre               Presented by Footscray Community Arts Centre 
15 March 

ARTIST LINDSAY COX INVITES YOU TO 
STEP INTO THE COMPUTER AND TAKE A 
FRESH LOOK AT ICONIC 80’S VIDEO 
GAME PAC-MAN 

 
Gaming is as large as life in Lindsay Cox’s 
Pac-Man inspired work, Tidbits – a site-
specific video installation combining live 
video and video game style graphics to 
simulate a video game in which relationships 
such as parent-child, teacher-student, person 
with a disability-carer can be playfully 
reversed.  

 
Using Footscray Community Art Centre’s Amphitheatre to create a Pac-Man style landscape, Cox’s 
work invites an audience member to direct a participant (‘the player character’) through instructions 
relayed on headphones. The player character’s goal is to eat as many ‘tidbits’ as possible while avoiding 
a ‘ghost’ that haunts the game however the player character themselves can see none of the gameplay 
and is totally reliant on the player for instructions.  
 
“A game can have many outcomes so this artwork will also have many fun surprises for players and the 
audience – with a twist added by the players and their specific relationship to each other” says artist 
Lindsay Cox. 
 
Following the creation of a life-scaled human pinball game in Footscray’s Madden Square in 2010, Cox 
returns to present an iconic game space on a scale larger than life in which participants are both the 
artwork and the participants. 
 
Lindsay Cox is an independent animator producing animation and public video projects with community 
of all ages, backgrounds and abilities as well as professional work such as building models and sets for 
stop motion feature Mary & Max (2009). He is a graduate of RMIT University’s AIM Animation Centre at 
Diploma and Masters level and is currently collaborating with artists with disabilities at Footscray 
Community Arts Centre on All of You TV Show a surreal comedy employing animation, live action and 
composited video. Recent work The Holden Family, a stop motion cut out animation made with an 
autistic boy, is due to screen at Melbourne International Animation Festival this year. 
 
lindsaycox.com  
 
Date Sat 15 Mar 2014 
Time 3.30pm – 5.30pm  
Duration 3 to 5 mins per game 
Venue Amphitheatre, Footscray Community Arts Centre  
Tickets FREE 
Information footscrayarts.com or fola.com.au 
 
Media enquiries  Jenna Williams  |  Marketing and Communications Coordinator  |  
Footscray Community Arts Centre |  +61 3 9362 8883 / 0405 408 756  |  jenna@footscrayarts.com  
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